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Curriculum Policy for Pegasus School.
At Pegasus school, our pupils have both severe and complex learning
difficulties. Some pupils arrive to us and are not able to share a classroom.
With support from the semi-formal curriculum and staff knowledge we work
towards transitioning our pupils back into a classroom setting.
At Pegasus School, the Equals semi-formal curriculum and the informal
curriculum provides and broad and balanced curriculum, underpinned by a
depth of knowledge around each individual pupil and how they learn. The
semi-formal curriculum is typically for pupils with severe learning
difficulties (SLD) who require a highly differentiated approach to learning.
The informal curriculum aims to meet the needs of those pupils with
complex

learning

difficulties

who

have

further

complexities

with;

communication, abstract concept, lack of attention, sequential memory,
difficulties with working memory, poor processing speed and difficulties
with generalisation and problem solving.
Both the semi-formal and informal curriculum are based on the needs of
the pupil and therefore a tailored approach is used to ensure we meet each
young person’s needs and adapt the curriculum as the individual grows.
Intent
Our curriculum is for pupils who learn best when learning is related to their
own experiences. The curriculum provides a holistic approach for each
pupils, some pupils may learn through play whilst others learn through
functional activities or topic based approaches. The learning journey is
scaffolded by adult directed support in an environment where the pupils
feels happy and safe to learn.
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Implementation
The semi-formal curriculum is divided into six areas, with a focus on
communication and cognition. Themes that incorporate these areas are
used termly with linked activities planned in all areas to engage pupils and
promote learning. (See appendix 1)
The Equals informal curriculum comprises of six schemes of work; my
communication, my creativity, my outdoor school, my physical wellbeing
and independence. Learning is taken as a whole rather than teaching
specific skills and individualised targets. Intensive interaction plays a huge
role within the informal curriculum where the exploration of the young
person is in the centre of the interactive process.
Our learners require a holistic multi-sensory approach without the need of
the teaching of discrete subjects. At Pegasus learning happens all
throughout the day, this includes; break times, snack times, personal care
routines along with being out in the community. Opportunities for learning
are planned for and include meaningful generalisation of skills across a
range of settings.
At Pegasus we use a robust and accurate system for monitoring progression
and attainment for both pupils and teachers. Each pupil has MAPP and
SCERTS targets linked to their EHCP outcomes. Pupils are assessed over
each half term for MAPP targets and annually for EHCP targets. Asdan
Personal Progress modules are completed and submitted annually.
Behaviour data is analysed half termly. Preparation for Adulthood is weaved
in through all subjects taught.
Impact
Staff use Evidence for Learning, this technology allows staff to capture
learning using photographs and videos which are then uploaded to support
with evidence of achievements. Parents have the same technology at home
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on smart phones and can see photographs and videos of their child
learning.
SENAD as the school’s proprietor monitor the effectiveness of the school’s
curriculum impact on a periodic basis.

Destination
The destination of our pupils leads to post 16 and then onto post 19, where
they leave Pegasus. It is important that we give our young people the skills
to live as much as an independent life as possible once they leave. This is
why our curriculum is fun, engaging practical and meaningful and matches
pupils learning and development needs. Regardless of their physical,
emotional and learning challenges faced by the pupil due to their special
educational needs and disabilities, teaching through our semi-formal
curriculum captures the interest and imagination of our pupils.
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Appendix 1: Our curriculum offer is built around the main ‘core’ curriculum areas from Equals Informal Curriculum. A bespoke
package is then tailor made by selecting subjects from the Equals semi-formal curriculum and formal curriculum as needed
and informed by the key areas of need in the individual.
Informal Curriculum – our ‘core’ curriculum
My Sensory Play
Solitary Play, Parallel Play,
Shared Play, Turn Taking Play,
Co-operative Play

My Communication
Imperative Communications,
Declarative Communications,
Formal Social Interaction with
Familiar People, Non-verbal
Behavioural Communications,
Peer to Peer Communications,
Alternative and Augmentative
Communications

My Physical Wellbeing
Sensory Integration and Sensory
Circuits
Rebound Therapy
Other Play Based Activities
Aquatics
Mental Health and Well Being

My Independence
Travelling on foot/bus/train
Money, shopping for a snack, for
a meal and other shopping,
cooking

My Outdoor School
Including:
Orienteering
Shelter Building
Using an Open Fire
Cooking Outdoors

My Creativity
To be published – using art
and music aspects in the
interim

Semi-Formal Curriculum – ‘opt in’ subjects
My Independence: Shopping
Money
Shopping
Shopping for cooking
Other shopping

My Independence: Cooking
Pre-cooking skills, Using a blunt knife. Pouring,
mixing and estimating. Dealing with accidents in the
kitchen. Working safely with electrical equipment.
Germs and bacteria. Using more advanced kitchen
equipment. Following recipes

My Independence: Dressing and Undressing
(My Independence: PfA: independent living)

My Independence: Travel Training
Travelling as a Pedestrian
Travelling by bus/tram
Travelling by tube/ metro/ underground
Travelling by train
Travelling by bicycle

My Sex and Relationship Education
Knowing My Body, Knowing Me, Private and Public,
Touching and Allowing Others to Touch Me, Forming
Relationships Sexual Intimacy with Another Person

My Play and Leisure
Structured play (games)
Free play
Leisure

My Art
Collage, Drawing, Painting, Print Making
Sculpture, Digital Media, Textiles

My Music
Tempo, Rhythm, Timbre, Texture, Structure, Pitch,
Dynamics

Topic: The World About Me
Water
The weather, The seasons, Recycling
People, Lifecycles of plants and animals
Food, Festivals, Digital photography
Change, history and the passing of time

Citizenship/SMSC/FBV
(summer term 21 SFC)
School council
Assembly
Whole school events
(PfA: friends, relationships and
community)

My Outdoor School
Including:
Playing Games, Orienteering 1&2,
Creativity, Wilderness explorers,
Environmental Awareness, Seasonal
Awareness, Shelter Building, Making a
fire, Cooking outdoors

My Physical Wellbeing:
Mental Health and Wellbeing
Healthy Eating and Lifestyle
PE, Sports, Games and Aquatics
Physical Activity
(PfA: good health)

Work Experience
Class based
School based
Community based
(PfA: employment)

Formal Curriculum – more specific skills on a SEND curriculum
My English
(formal curriculum)
Interacting and Expressing Needs, Handling
Information, Narratives, Systematic Teaching of
Whole Word Sight Vocabulary, Sentences,
Alternative and Augmentative Communication
(AAC)

My Maths
(formal curriculum)
Number Based Activities, Counting Games,
Counting Songs, Estimation, Numerals, Money,
Time

Assessment/progress is shown through:
ASDAN PP, EHCP outcomes, MAPP targets, Behaviour data, SCERTS (SaLT), Engagement
scales
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My Thinking and Problem Solving
TIER 1 Memory building
TIER 2 Sabotage!! Recognition of a problem
TIER 3 Independent solutions
TIER 4 Generalisation
TIER 5 Self-belief and confidence

Personal Social Health Economic
Self-awareness, Self-care, support and safety,
Managing feelings, Changing and growing, Healthy
lifestyles, The world I live in
(PSHE association 2020 framework for SEND
KS2-4, PP KS5)

To develop:
ASDAN TI, AQA, OT progression, engagement scales throughout all year groups.
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