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WHAT A PARENT SAID

Parent quote...
“I can’t talk positively enough about 
my experience to date dealing 
with Rowden House School. When 
my social worker first mentioned 
residential schooling for my son 
I must admit my impression of 
a residential school was very 
negative, however the minute I 
arrived at Rowden House I realised 
my impression couldn’t have been 
further from the truth. 

From the moment I made contact 
with the school I have found all 
staff to be helpful, professional and 
approachable. Staff were efficient 
dealing with my initial enquiry over 
the phone and I was quickly made 
aware of the application process and 
what paperwork I needed to provide 
prior to a school visit taking place. 

When I first arrived at Rowden House 
for my initial meet and greet and tour 
of the school I couldn’t help but be 
impressed. The school grounds and 
facilities are really lovely. The rural 
setting is very peaceful and there 
was such a lovely feeling of calm 
everywhere around the school. I first 
met with Paul Bliss and Ruth Nolan 
who I both immediately warmed to. 
I found them both to be very open, 
friendly and knowledgeable. 
 
 
 
 

They couldn’t do enough for me. 
They took their time explaining to 
me in great detail everything about 
the school from the education side 
through to the children’s homes. 
They didn’t rush me through the 
school, they both gave me time to 
think, ask questions and see for 
myself exactly what Rowden had 
to offer and how it could benefit 
our son. One of the most important 
things that struck me about them 
both was that they came across as 
very kind caring people who both 
care deeply about the welfare of all 
the young people at Rowden House. 
Not only were they assessing if his 
needs could be met at the school it 
was clear they were also considering 
the young people who were already 
at the school and whether he would 
fit in with them. I liked this approach 
very much because it gave me 
reassurance that if our son were 
to secure a place at this school his 
welfare would always be important 
both now and in the future.

When it came to assessing our son 
formally with a view to offering him 
a place at the school to say Ruth 
and Paul went out of their way is an 
understatement. We were close to 
the end of the school year and we 
were keen to secure a place for him 
at the start of the next academic 
school year so timescales were tight.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our son was in overnight respite 
an hour away from our home and 
Ruth needed to see him to carry out 
the assessment before she went 
on holiday. Paul and Ruth not only 
drove to Devizes to assess him, 
which was 2 1/2 hours away from 
Rowden House they then drove 
another hour to our home to talk to 
me in detail before driving back to 
Rowden House. I was really touched 
that they went to so much effort for 
us and they certainly pulled out all 
the stops getting all the paperwork 
back to Wiltshire very quickly indeed. 
I couldn’t have been happier when 
I heard they were offering my son a 
place at Rowden House. 

Once a place at Rowden House had 
been agreed by Wiltshire everything 
moved extremely smoothly. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The transition phase was handled 
very efficiently. We planned together 
how the transition would work. 
Everything was open and transparent 
and any questions I had were 
answered quickly. My main point 
of contact was Hannah Gibbs. 
She’s absolutely great and I’ve found 
her a joy to work with. She’s onto 
everything, listens and always gets 
back to me with any queries 
I’ve raised. 

It’s a huge decision sending your 
child to a residential setting. 
Of all the schools I visited when we 
were looking for a residential place, 
Rowden House is without doubt, the 
nicest school I visited. In fact, 
it was the only school I would have 
sent him to. The others just weren’t a 
patch on Rowden House. As a family 
it has transformed all our lives since 
our son moved to Rowden House.

Students attending Rowden House School may present with complex and severe learning 
difficulties with co-occurring diagnosis which include:
Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Angelman Syndrome, challenging behaviour, mental health needs, OCD, 
communication difficulties, physical and sensory needs.
During the first 12 weeks a detailed assessment process takes place with input from the school and 
residential teams- alongside the Occupational Therapist, Speech and Language Therapist, Clinical 
Psychologist and Clinical Psychiatrist to ensure the programmes developed for the young people 
accurately reflect their needs.
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He is already showing lots of positive 
changes even though he has only 
been at the school a couple of 
months. I can now enjoy spending 
time with him when I visit. We 
ride bikes together and I’m more 
relaxed knowing I have the support 
of staff if he becomes anxious and 
displays any challenging behaviours. 
I have hope that he will now have 
the right level of support that he 
needs in order for him to become 
as independent as possible and to 
enable him to live a fulfilling life as 
an adult. Our daughter is much more 
relaxed at home and now has a more 
stable home environment in order for 
her to study and develop into a more 
balanced healthy adult. As for me, I 
get to have a shower in peace, I’m 
getting a full night’s sleep although 
I still wake early from years of early 
starts and I feel more in control of 
my life, less stressed definitely and 
generally much more positive about 
the future for us all. 

Moving our son to Rowden House 
School has been the best thing we 
could have done. I’m absolutely 
convinced we chose the right school 
for him and we couldn’t be happier 
with how things are going so far! 
Please thank all the staff for making 
us feel so welcome. They are all 
doing a great job. “

“As a family it has transformed all our lives since our 
son moved to Rowden House. He is already showing lots 
of positive changes even though he has only been at the 
school a couple of months. I can now enjoy spending 
time with him when I visit.”
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• The curriculum supports students’ learning and  
 development by closely matching what is   
 provided to the needs of the individual. On-going  
 formative assessment ensures the learning is  
 challenged and extended. 

• Through understanding and observing each  
 student’s development and learning, teachers   
 are able to assess progress and plan for the 
 next steps. 

• Each student is unique, with the potential to  
 learn and become a resilient, capable, confident  
 and self-assured individual.

• Each student can learn through positive   
 relationships with others.

• Students will learn and develop when provided  
 with an enabling environment which responds to  
 their needs.

• Students learn and develop in different ways.  
 This is reflected throughout the day in the range  
 of learning styles and opportunities available for  
 each student.

“The curriculum has been designed to support the academic and 
personal development of pupils. The promotion and development of pupils 
communication skills is at the heart of all plans.”

Ofsted Education 2017

What makes us unique
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This summer young people enjoyed 
a puppet show in the woods, 
performed by the post 16 class.

“Young people benefit from a variety of on-and-off site 
activities. For example, young people enjoy the benefits 
of having extensive grounds that they can easily access 
to enjoy various play with their friends, family and staff”.

Ofsted Care 2018
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Celebrating Achievement with a 
Graduation Ceremony for 2018 Leavers, 
after a wonderful prom night.
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Being part of our community
Regular access to both the local and wider 
community aims to promote independence 
skills and have fun through…
• Weekly shopping trips within school to purchase  
 items following a shopping list and budget 
• Horse riding
• Meals out in cafes and restaurants 
• Jumptastic tramplioning club
• Travel training uses buses and trains

 
In 2018 young people at Rowden accessed a 
variety of off site trips from both the school and 
residential settings including:
Sea Life Centre Birmingham, canal boat trips, sea 
side days out, holidays at Center Parcs, Stourbridge 
street fair, Droitwich Lido, Worcester Snoezlan, 
Malvern Splash, Circus performances, pantomime 
trips, Tywcross Zoo, West Midlands Wildlife Park… 
the list goes on!
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April - Bake off Competition

 

June - Circus Starr 
We were kindly gifted a quantity of tickets for this year’s 
Circus Starr performance.

The young people of Rowden and residents of Winslow Court and Cedar 
Lodge were supported by staff to enjoy an evening of entertainment.

At first it appears there is nothing unusual about Circus Starr. 
All the traditional ingredients are there – the big top, the ring master, 
the clowns and the acrobats – but this is a circus like no other.

Circus Starr exists to bring all the fun of the fair to children who might 
otherwise miss out on such simple pleasures. The Congleton-based 
charity was formed more than 20 years ago and tour the UK three times 
a year, playing two shows a day in 75 towns and cities across 
the country to audiences of children who have illnesses or conditions 
that make it hard – or impossible – for them to attend other 
theatrical performances.

During 2018, we held many events at West Midlands Learning Campus, 
all of which were enjoyed by children and young people from the 
Rowden House School and residents from Cedar Lodge, Winslow Court, 
Orchard End, Park House and Fairfield House. Where possible we 
welcomed in the local community to share in our events.

Our
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Soap Box Derby – Richard’s Castle
They were wild, wacky and have taken months of work to complete - 
and only the brave and foolhardy owners hurtled down a track to take 
part in the annual Richards Castle’s Soap Box Derby.

The charity returned for its 15th year; it had a strong line up of entries 
both local teams and some as far afield as London and Hampshire.

Soap Box Derby is not only a fantastic day out but the event raises a 
huge amount of money for local charities. Over the past 14 years the 
event has raised £103,770.00 which has been distributed to over 50 
chosen charities and local organisations.

The three main charities to benefit from funds raised at this year’s 
Richards Castle Soap Box Derby include ECHO, The Cart Shed and 
Working Together.

 

Summer Fun and Open Day
Our Summer Fun Day & Open Day took place in June and I would like 
to say a huge thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make this 
year’s event such a wonderful success.

The newly appointed Mayor and Mayoress of Bromyard joined us for the 
afternoon and opened our fete.

Eastnor Pottery
Eastnor Pottery is a family run business established in 1994 by 
professional artist potters Sarah Monk and Jon Williams.  
As well as making and exhibiting their unique designs, the couple 
have a combined 50 years’ experience of working with thousands 
of workshop participants, all ages and abilities, all over the West 
Midlands and beyond.

Bottle Top Bear was prepared for 
Remembrance Day, it’s an inspiring tribute 

to all the young men and women who fought 
during the first and second world war.
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